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s favorite San Diego Zoo denizen

Charlie Faust
acamel

named Barney, used o ruin many a good

shirt with his playful siobbering
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go Zoo
legend

Faust

By Terry L. Wilson

(N THE EVEMING OF MAY 18, u pall
fell owver the San e Ao ancd Wil An-
izl Park. Devoted animal over Chirlie
Faust the man who |h|_|."\"{"!l' clianged (b
way the weorld weould view s exolic crea-
tures i caplivity, died in his sleep that
night o agpe 78,

For 33 years, Faust was the architeciur-
al design director for the won and the Wild
Animal Park, [t was through his vision
that the animals were freed from ther
watges and given awide-ranging, mone
url environment in which to live,

The petting paddock in the Children’s Zoo
is where happy kids can get face-to-fur with
the likes of Nubian goats.



His Artwork Lives On

AFTER RETIRING from the San Diego Zoo,
Charlie Faust opened Faust Sand Casling
in Ocean Beach with fis son, Rolie. Togein-
ar, they created & polpourd of images thal
prought the duo honors and accolades from
around the globe,

In addition to uming sand into art, Faust
continued foapply his pens, pencils, waler-
colors and oils fo a vanety of subjecls. His
last work was a series of 20 watercalor
paintings depicling World War | dogfights.

Faust was alea a man of the west, which
is richhy reflactad in his numercus pamtings.
drawings and sculptures of a time when six-
shooters ruksd and “Home on the Range”
was a way of life, One drawing look an in-
credible 20 years to completa. Using anly
pencils, the master artisl brought to lite &
Sioux Buifalo spint ceremany.

During Fausts:nps lo-Alnca, he cap-
tured the innccence ol the Dark Continent.
With pad and Brush, he immortalized stun:
ning moments [n-time. From sxotic animals
and native village life to' Zulu warnors in full
battle garb, Faust wag able to capture the
sssence of Africa in his paintings. _

For the first fime, a limited number of
Fausts paintings, drewings and sandoasts
are aveilable for purchase by the general
public. Phone 818:224-7658 for prices and
irtharmation,
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A giraffe runs inan open pen at the zoo, ohserved by a gulded bus tour.

“One of the fi st thmgs
| wanted to ¢
get rid of the cages but to do

that we had to create pits and
moats to keep the animals
from eating the visitors
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Waterbucks seem oblivious to the Wgasa Bush Line
railway at the San Diego Wild Animal Park.

“What we dld w S

he people a1 |

animals loose.”

“Lgor iy starl by working on the Children’s Zoo,! recalled
Fuust in one of his Tast interviews, 1 wanted e ey something re-
ally different. Dwanted (o actaslly take (he kids intean aiea where
they could inleract with the animals, This had never beers dome
before, and there was o lot of appesition it al the fime, But
when we opened. the Children’s Zoo was an immedine success.
I sealed everything to kid-size, We purpesely made it so adul
wartihd B ey dduck o get through doors and such, The kiddies
leweeel 1.7

Faust's work was so well-received thal @ new posilion was
crealed spectfically for himon 1957, As the lirse-over architesnml
design divector for the San Dicga Zoo, he set ont to aive the okl
o0 a facelif Tn the process, he made architcetural history,

PO ol thie st things | wanted wodo was get od ol the
dges” sakd Faest “But to do thal, we had w create pits and
ity 1 keep the amimals from ealing the visitors, So 1 had 1o
find out things like: How far can 2 gorilla jump? Well, who the
heek knows how far 2 gorilla can jump except another gorilla?
W swanled to make sure thal il he Jfd jump, he'd miss what ever
hee Wi grsbbing ar by several feet, The way we leared sbhow
these things was by tial and creor™

In the process of creating these innevations, Faust and his
team discovered many animal behaviorl traits that experts study

tex this day, One of the lessons leamed became known as “flizhi
distance ™ This is the amount of space an animal feels i needs be
tween mselland & potential predator 1o cither avoid being milacked
o o escape sately,

Another chapier was written in the annals of animal behav-
o when Faust discovered @ girafle wouldn't step over o 3-foon wall,
not even for foeod. This alloveed him to break down the barmers he-
tweeenn the giraffos and (he visilors,

SAfter tearing down the fences, we dug o 3-fool meat around
the wiraffe enclosare, and not ence did any of them ever get o
recalled Fausl, W wers the fiest to do it bul now than barrier 15
usedl by wood cverywhere.”

Fanst also changed the route the bus tours took, Tnstead of 2
stezight route through the parks be puta new twist in the road. His
serpantine road was like the ones he'd traveled in Alvica Around
cach twist and . he planted o varicty of trees and exolic Plants
nitive g e regions of Aftice where each specilic animal lived.

“omething else we did thae had never been done before was
o mis the animals,” explaned Faust, T wanted the visiiors o
Bave an idea of what 100 really like in Africa. Of course, we wore

vareful not to pol any animals woether that woold e each elher,

bt nther thar that, it was pretty realistic,”
continuead on page 208
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[ the process of giving the woo o new
ook, Faust became o good (riend 1o the erit
ers whao lived there. "My best pal a1 the zoo
vaswocamel named Barney.™ he recalled. 1T
o i ever sinee he was liele camel at
her Chitideen™s Zooe Barmey wonld see me com-
ng el ™ von ever to the cdpe of the inoat
el aenin Tor me i seenteh his hesd, Many an

the animals’ best friend

continued from page 73

afternoon I'd wander aver to his cage and
wetd hang ool opether

“Barmey followsd me around like o puppy
diog. He lked 1o hang his hesd overmy shoul-
der amd slobbier all over ney shirle He ruine:d a
lor ol shiivts, Bt thar was okay. Dreally Dikel
thiet comnel; e sore Do some real good limes

fenreethaer,

lAmica

AuoTo Howme LifFeE

Amica Auto Insurance
“Honest, stable, reputable, and highly rated.”

Terri Lee Scolari
Regional Account Executive
{same qualities as above)

As Amica's regional account executive for the San Diego area, Terri Lee
Scolari takes pride in providing quality auto insurance and excellent
customer service. Superior performance from our people is why we've
received A.M. Best's highest rating for the past 77 years and have an
AAT rating from Standard & Poor's. No wonder Amica is the oldest
mutual insurer of automobiles in the United States. At Amica, you'll
find people like Terri— friendly, knowledgeable, and expert at helping
you get the best coverage for your premium dollar. Se call her locally
toll free at 1-877-432-7026 to learn more about the company that's
heen insuring responsible drivers for nearly a century.

[ ]
Amica. The people you want around just in case. JTf.a-l’rllcljfj-

AuFTn Hemip LIFE

TOLL FREE 1-8F77-432-7026 ~ E-MAIL TSCOLARIEAMICA.COM
WEH SITE WWW.AM  A.COM
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[n his declining years, (he onee-per-
sontable camel developed soime sexual
habits 2on officials tkonght might of-
fencd wasitors: so Barmey was banishied
o 1he modation of the Back for Unloe-
turealy, this location wis o long way
[rom Fanst™s offee, s6 Barmey's hu-
e pal weasn’ L able fovisie him as e
gquently as inthe past. Several weeks
had gone by when Faust decided 1o
Lake u drive over o scehow Bamey was
setting along. L was a wet and stormy
day, and when Faust got to the back
lot. what he saw made him angry,

"I oeonldn™ beligve my eyes, Thene
wits iy pood pal Bamey stinding in
the i o raan, soaking wet,™ Faust
recalled, “He didn't even hive an en-
closure (o call home, 5o @ charzed nto
the oo directon’s office und leld him
1Tat out that my department was going
[ stop evervihing we were dome and
desizn Bamey areticemnent home.

“ told him in oo uncertain teems
that il was a disgrace for the worlds
best zoo o be treating an animal like
that. End of discusasion. | pulled my
entire department off their jobs, and
we spent about five days designing Bar-
ney o house with a good ooy, o nice
rool, ey Teed pongh and hay Tor bim
1o e downd o, We even added an ex-
ervise vard, And by golly, the woo bl
it fear b,

AFTER DESIGMING the world’s
greatest woo, Faust again did something
never done before. His talents and imag
imation tureed o simple idea into o
enc-of-a-kind aninsal park that would
draw critical acclaim from around the

world,
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